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The Lantern Festival

The Lantern Festival falls on the 15th day of the
1st lunar month, usually in February or March in the
Gregorian calendar. As early as the Western Han
Dynasty, it had become a festival of great
significance.

Today, the Lantern Festival is still held each
year around the country. Lanterns of various
shapes and sizes are hung in the streets,
attracting countless visitors. “Guessing lantern
riddles” is an essential part of the festival. Lantern
owners write riddles on a piece of paper and post
them on the lanterns. If visitors have solutions to
the riddles, they can pull the paper off and go to the
lantern owners to check their answers. If they are
right, they will get a little gift.

People will eat yuanxico, or rice dumplings on

this day. so it is also called the “Yuanxiao Festival”.

yangge dance will be staged.

On the night, except for magnificent lanterns,
fireworks form a beautiful scene. Most families spare
some fireworks from the Spring Festival and let
them off on the Lantern Festival. Some local
governments will even organize a fireworks party.
On the night when the first full moon enters the
New Year., people become really lost in the
magnificent fireworks and bright moon in
the sky.

[(ERRADER]
1. as early as B 7€

2. of great significance H A & K& X[

3. post sth on JEHEH KM AE -+ -+

4. a solution/solutions to =+« 11 fige e i

5. have a similar pronunciation with 5«----+ A FH
1) & &

6. such as 40

7. except for [ - eee Z b

8. let sth off it (A) s JF (M) s fi 48 4

9. Lanterns of various shapes and sizes are hung in
the streets, attracting countless visitors. i FH:#&
TR /NS S AT 58 W 5 36 TC O il %
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1. dress (sb) up (to put on formal clothes for a

special occasion) Zf | %35 ; (to put on special clothes

in order to change your appearance) % 7

(#(} P2)dress up in carnival costumes ¢ | 3£ W 45

© (Ddress (sb) up as...
be dressed up as

(2)be dressed in

(E£E9HER)

For children. Halloween is all about dressing up and

collecting as many tasty treats as possible.
X F A% FAT 7 28 I T R AT Rk AR
IREINEANESUR

@1[2023 « 4 H ¢ %] James Barry (c.1789—1865)
was born Margaret Bulkley in Ireland but,
(dress) as a man, she was accepted by Edinburgh

University to study medicine.

1. (¥ #t P5) Festivals are becoming more and
more commercial, with businesses taking
advantage of the celebrations. 5 H il 75 15 ¢ #k
Ak » 7 58 3 0 3k 26 DAL Bl GHEA TR ) o
g ABEANX
| “with + i + S LI

(DR RK]
4 p f¥) with businesses taking advantage of the
celebrations 4 “with + EiF + ZEF #M L 1E 745 # . 1L
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ARTE IR IS BT .
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1. It is said that sky (ST %) were
first used by Zhuge Kongming to ask for help
when he was in trouble.

2. The army was (17 %2) on the
bridge when the bridge was broken.

3. I would like to offer my [€%iD)
to him and to say how much we look forward to
future speeches from him.

4. Give me some clues, and I will be able to guess

the answer to your GREiE) .

4. Out of the crowded bus stepped a tall man
(dress) in a black suit, waving to a woman.

5. We get together to offer our
(congratulate) on your winning first prize in the
competition.

6. She studied Chinese medicine with experts in the
field from whom she gained a deep knowledge
about (tradition) practices.

7. This was a very impressive

(perform) by the young player, who scored 14

points within the first ten minutes.

BEEFER

O RiEER
A

The Fire Festival is celebrated in northern
Ghana. It’s a holiday we had never heard of before
we came to live in a village here as Peace Corps
community volunteers. It’s unbelievably great.

On the Fire Festival-——Bugim Chugu in the local
language—drums beat a quick and regular rhythm
that locals dance to in a circle of bodies, men and
women, the old and young. holding torches of
burning grass above their heads, which stands for
the light and getting off negative energies.

At this moment, this festival is being held at the

beginning of the lunar year. The locals are all so

C 1.
A. To find a job.

Why did the author go to northern Ghana?

B. To go travelling.

C. To study further.

D. To do voluntary work.
( )2. How do the locals feel when seeing the

author and Danielle join in the celebration?

A. Annoyed. B. Excited.
C. Confused. D. Worried.
( )3. What is the last paragraph mainly about?

A. The steps to dance well.

B. How the locals celebrate the Fire Festival.

C. How the author and Danielle help the locals
sell rice.

D. The reason why the author and Danielle

joined in the festival.

BEUMREEE, RESEHERE

O 5%
£—T HAXEE
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1. PEAESE H YT

2. Qe dfE h EAE G H

TRl A8 ALEL Ik EHEECH N,
AT A BT EL

2. AT LAEE Y nAny, AT SCE B,
Distinguished judges and dear fellow students,

It’s my honour to stand here and talk about

“Promoting traditional Chinese festivals”.

BT EBES

[2024 « 5B L WAL H — b - F ]

e 15 I T AA L AR AR TG P A0 BT 4 B I T Sk 1
S5 P B i 2 B — R e R A S

A third-grade class knows exactly what will
brighten an older neighbour’s holiday meal—and it
isn’'t a roast turkey. In October, I told the eight-
year-olds I taught in Pompton Lakes, New Jersey,
about my Thanksgiving plan. “I'd like all of you to
do extra jobs around the house to earn some money,”
I said. “Then we'll buy food for a Thanksgiving
dinner for someone who might not have a nice dinner

otherwise.”
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FESTIVALS AND CELEBRATIONS

PRASTISE * 1. MRS ASIIFT
Period One Listening and Speaking
WABWRE
| Q=R 4. Out of the crowded bus stepped a tall man

1. It is said that sky (IT %) were
first used by Zhuge Kongming to ask for help
when he was in trouble.

2. The army was (7 %) on the

bridge when the bridge was broken.

3. I would like to offer my (LA

to him and to say how much we look forward to
future speeches from him.
4. Give me some clues, and I will be able to guess
the answer to your GkiE) .
5. The wedding Y= took place in
a brightly decorated hotel room where hundreds
of guests all dressed up in formal, colourful
clothes.
(el ) except

6. She never wears

that she attends some important occasions .

O 2qE=

1. The National Day saw a group of children
(march) in the street with flowers in hands.

2. In his spare time, he loved to play with puzzles
and maths (riddle).

3. A baby’s first month birthday is a special event in

China and (celebrate) with a

special party.

(dress) in a black suit, waving to a woman.

5. We get together to offer our

(congratulate) on your winning first prize in the
competition.
6. She studied Chinese medicine with experts in the
field from whom she gained a deep knowledge
(tradition) practices.

about

7. This was a very impressive

(perform) by the young player, who scored 14

points within the first ten minutes.

D BIEES

i
H}

1. 1 (ZF I %8, 25 4y) for the

birthday party and was embarrassed to find all the
other guests in shorts and T-shirts.

2. You really shouldn’t have reacted to his comment
on your work so violently. (BE3)
he meant no harm to you.

3. We should (KFE.EE) our

diets because they will affect our health.

4. He (%) a lot of community

activities and he knew what needed to be done.

5. Let me you

(] eeeeee R B eeeeen ) your winning first place in

the 100-metre dash.

Unit 1 FESTIVALS AND CELEBRATIONS #3184 001



O #iEERE
A

The Fire Festival is celebrated in northern
Ghana. It’s a holiday we had never heard of before
we came to live in a village here as Peace Corps
community volunteers. It’s unbelievably great.

On the Fire Festival-—Bugim Chugu in the local
language—drums beat a quick and regular rhythm
that locals dance to in a circle of bodies, men and
women, the old and young., holding torches of
burning grass above their heads, which stands for
the light and getting off negative energies.

At this moment, this festival is being held at the
beginning of the lunar year. The locals are all so
involved in the celebration that they don’t pay as
much attention to us as they normally will. When
they find us getting involved as they are, they dance
more vigorously and scream with joy.

Danielle, a friend of mine in the Peace Corps.,
says, “That we join in the celebration is significant
because foreigners here are typically seen as the
representatives of other organizations, not as people
who are willing to join in the Fire Festival rituals ({¥
). But in fact, we are dancing and celebrating
as one.”

Our two-year Peace Corps service will finish up
in mid-November. We can think of no better way to
say goodbye than by celebrating the Fire Festival
with the villagers we’ve come to know. The festival
lets us see a different side of them—and lets them
see a different side of us. The neighbours who sell
rice are now the women who urge us to run faster
and dance harder at the Fire Festival. And rather
than view us as low-key (k14 %)) volunteers, they
see us as the ones who have crazy dance steps with

wild screams.

002 & 2R%45% BSHHEE LIEE=H RJ

REE RS

1. Why did the author go to northern Ghana?
A. To find a job.

B. To go travelling.

C. To study further.

D. To do voluntary work.

¢ H2.

How do the locals feel when seeing the

author and Danielle join in the celebration?

A. Annoyed. B. Excited.
C. Confused. D. Worried.
( )3. What is the last paragraph mainly about?

The steps to dance well.
How the locals celebrate the Fire Festival.
How the author and Danielle help the locals
sell rice.

D. The reason why the author and Danielle

joined in the festival.

( )4. What can we learn from the text?
A. Practice makes perfect.
B. Where there is a will, there is a way.
C. When in Rome, do as the Romans do.
D. The grass is always greener on the other

side.

B [2024 - iz ahd—AF]
Diwali ( Deepavali) is a festival of lights
observed in October or November each year in
Canada. During the festival, various community
groups, businesses, schools and associations
celebrate it in different ways. Some companies have
Diwali dinners and some communities organise
gatherings that feature firework displays, dances,
street lighting. and plays.

Many women wear fine jewellery and silk outfits
to celebrate Diwali. Some women and girls use
mehendi, a dye decoration which can last a limited
time, on their palms, and then they will finally get
colourful hand paintings. Many homes that celebrate

Diwali have various types of sweets, salty and spiced



food as well as Diwali herbs (F&L). Various lights,
candles and sparklers are lit inside and outside
homes, particularly in courtyards, on Diwali. Diwali
is not a nationwide public holiday in Canada, but it is
a prevalent festival celebrated in many towns and
cities. There may be traffic jams and parking places
may be full in areas where events are held to
celebrate Diwali. Some businesses may close early on
Diwali.

Diwali is called the “Festival of Lights” and is
celebrated to honour Rama, a hero who once fought
and won a battle against the demons GEJ&). In the
past, people lit their houses to celebrate his victory
over demons (light over darkness). At the same
time, every household did careful and complete
cleaning at home in advance. It is believed that the
goddess of happiness and good fortune, Lakshmi,
travels around the Earth on this day and enters the
house that is pure, clean, and bright.

Diwali celebrations may vary in different
communities but its spiritual meaning is generally
“the awareness of the inner light”. As the word
“Deepavali” means “a row or cluster of light”, the
festival symbolises the victory of righteousness and
the lifting of spiritual darkness.

( )5. What can we learn about Diwali from the
first two paragraphs?

A. It is celebrated on a fixed day.

B. It centres on various local foods.

C. People stay up late to prepare for it.

D. People from all walks of life enjoy celebrating it.
( )6. What does the underlined word “prevalent”
in Paragraph 2 probably mean?

A. Popular. B. Free.

C. Serious. D. Funny.

(. )7. According to Paragraph 3, why did people
make their houses bright and clean on Diwali?

A. To pray for a good journey.
B. To expect joy and good luck.

C. To create a romantic atmosphere.

D. To welcome their friends to visit.

( )8. What is the author’s purpose in writing this
passage?

A. To stress the importance of a public holiday.

B. To tell an interesting story about a Canadian

festival.

C. To briefly introduce a traditional festival in

Canada.
D. To show different holiday celebrations in
Western cultures.
O EZxES

(2024 « = &bl &5 — L AREF |

Every April, people of the Dai ethnic group in
Yunnan Province celebrate their biggest festival of
the year—the Water Splashing Festival (J& 7K 95).
This marks the official New Year celebration for the
Dai people 1. live in China, mainly in
Xishuangbanna and Dehong of Yunnan. It 2.
(general ) starts in mid-April and lasts for three
days.

On the first two days of the festival, people
clean their houses, have their hair cut, and take
baths. 3. (vary) activities are also
staged. Many send 4. (burn) lanterns
into the air, dance and sing in the streets, 5.
watch colourful dragon boat races on the Lancang
River. The third day of the festival marks the first
day of the New Year on the Dai calendar. In the
morning., people often visit a temple 6.

(hold) a ceremony. After that, the mass water

splashing 7. (begin). People use

anything at hand to splash water on each other, from

friends and neighbours to 8.

(stranger) in the streets, as 9.

expression of their wishes for good luck and
prosperity for whoever is on the receiving end.
The Water Splashing Festival of the Dai people

10. (include) in China’s National

List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2006.

Unit 1 FESTIVALS AND CELEBRATIONS &3 % 003
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. Toronto is the

. She chose a song that

. This painting is a

. Easter is an important

. Ina word, to read the

Period Two Reading and Thinking

BRAHE
Tom’s parents didn’t want to be absent from such

an important (FE ML), so

they managed to attend Tom’s graduation
ceremony.
. As for my favourite (A®Y) in

Chinese history, it must be Wei Yuan, a great

thinker in the late Qing Dynasty.

. The activity is intended to expose you to a wide

(FE ) of English literature.
They hardly realized that they had finished a
(F #H K& X M) scientific

discovery.
(FILEY) centre of
Canada, and I have lots of friends there.

(W) her

emotional journey and practised it over and over

again.

. The world-famous art museum

(Pheeeees F 4 fiE) some of the best-known paintings
from the Impressionist movement of the 19th

century.
(i 7Y Fy )

example of his early works.
BEES

Rivers are a blessing for an

(agriculture) country.

(religion) and
social festival for Christians around the world.

Every story should have a happy ending and

every situation should have a

(joy) and pleasant result.

. She has had a number of different jobs.,

(range) from chef to swimming instructor.
(origin)

work is better than to see the film based on it.

. To make my room look nicer, I had it

(decorate) with wallpaper last week.

WEE=M RJ

BB

(

—

[
1.

Although the job takes a

(significance) amount of time, most students
agree that the experience is worth it.

We should carry on with the

(believe) that our efforts will pay off in time.
Quiet periods of (reflect) can lead
to personal improvement.

Tickets for these events will

(typical) cost around thirty dollars.
BIBHET
The TV programme had a massive audience,

R4k

children

A eeeee oo nee =~ |f]) adults.

The train is about to start now. I

(IE % 8% you for coming to see
me off.
As the wind is getting up, we’d better
QS £E , W #)) the crops in the field.

(A% R4 all the problems,
several of the players produced excellent
performances.

As the years passed, the memories

GEHTIH KD -

They seemed to

(BIRZ M Al Z &), but in fact they came from

two totally different cultural backgrounds.

(FIHD
this trip to explore the history of the castle.

I'm going to

When we travel to other countries. English will

(A oo 1

BEEMM) our trip.
a1 B 2k

, 1t 1s

difficult to lose weight without cutting down the
amount you eat and taking exercise. (no matter
how 5|5 ik AR 1 M A)D

NERZ 255 T3 IR AW B I AT B
B AR ME DRI



2. , we

could finish the work on time. (with & & 45#)
TEMLAS W0 HS B T AT RE 05 42 B 58 B TAE .
3. to

develop the habit of reading aloud in the
morning, his pronunciation remains a serious
problem. (in spite of + what)

S E 22l T — S 0 R IR R B R
18 23 A58 AEL A 19 e TS AR e — A E A TR

4. Know more English words and expressions and

you’ll to read and
communicate. (it fEE X =)

AR B 2 1 D TR B A 3R 0K T 2 AR 25 R B B
PR EIMAES T,

5. what makes

traditional festivals special and keeps them alive
is their cultural elements. (belief)

AT 30 AR AR SR H R IR R A A ) AR T
Hfen k.

WEERE

O AinER

In Oaxaca, Mexico, there is a special festival on
December 23 called La Noche de Rdbanos, or the
Night of the Radishes (¥ p). Every year, artists
from all over the country show their amazing radish
sculptures. The artists work very hard, since the
winner receives money and becomes champion. On
the day, locals and tourists line up starting in the
afternoon to see the sculptures.

More than one hundred years ago, there was a
market on December 23 called La Vigilia de Navidad.
It was a special Christmas market with decorations.
It’s said that local businessmen at this market used to
carve radishes as decorations. The carved radishes
became very popular, and people started to buy them
and take them home.

Now, you might be thinking, “Why radishes?”
Probably because there are lots of radishes at this
time of year. Also, their red and white colours are
perfect for making designs. Over the years, people
started to compete to see who could make the best
sculptures. Finally that tradition has become today’s
yearly festival, which brings tourists from all over
the world.

Every year people are excited to see what
designs the artists will create. There are two types
of sculptures: traditional designs and free designs.
The traditional designs are related to Christmas or
designs related to Oaxaca. The free designs can be

anything.

As you walk through the radish art, you’ll hear
live music, and you can even see the fireworks at the
end. Close by there is delicious street food,
Christmas markets, and many stores.

If you want to travel for Christmas, Oaxaca is
an excellent place to visit. There are lots of different
events along with La Noche de Rdbanos. The
weather in December is usually warm., and the sky is
often sunny.
¢ D1. What

de Rdbanos?

can we know about La Noche
A. It is a new radish.
B. It has a long history.
C. Itis an old market.
D. It falls on Christmas.
¢ H2.

designs?

What make radishes perfect for creating

B. Their tastes.
D. Their shapes.

A. Their leaves.
C. Their colours.
¢ )38.

A. Attend artists’ lectures.

What can people do at the radish events?

B. Enjoy the fireworks.

C. Plant some radishes.

D. Take any radish for free.
¢ 4.

text?

What is the author’s purpose in writing the

A. To introduce a festival.

B. To remember an artist.

C. To share his work experience.
D

To show his love for radishes.

Unit 1 FESTIVALS AND CELEBRATIONS &3 % 005
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How to celebrate Earth Day

Are you looking for ways to celebrate Earth Day
on April 22?7 You've come to the right place. If
you're ready to learn more about joining the global
celebration, making real change, and doing your part
to save our planet, read on!

Walk or ride your bike. 1. Even one
day can make a difference, but if you can commit (7
i) to walking or biking more often in the future,
that’s even better! If your daily commute G #)) is
too far for walking/biking, try public transportation
like buses or trains.

Plant a tree. This simple act will benefit the
environment for decades. Planting a tree only takes
a few minutes, but it can make a huge impact.
2. They help to save energy, reduce
pollution, and provide homes for many birds,
insects, and other local wildlife.

Attend a local Earth Day event. 3. If
your community doesn’t have one planned, consider
starting one yourself. It’s the perfect day to get
together for a fun and educational celebration of the
earth.

Visit a local farmers’ market. Eating locally
grown food is much better for the environment. For
example, locally-grown food doesn’t have to be
transported long distances to end up on grocery store
shelves. 4.

Commit to one green act per day. You can keep
reducing your carbon(f) footprint once Earth Day is
over. 5. While small changes at the
individual level may not seem like a big deal, they
add up over time and can have a major impact.
Moving forward., make it your goal to do one small
thing every day to support the environment.

A. Earth Day can be every day!

B. Trees are extremely important.

006 & 2R%45% BSHHEE LIEE=H RJ

C. Trees need extra care to grow well.

D. Get out there and appreciate our beautiful world.

E. Going car-free for the day will reduce harmful
gases.

F. See if your community is holding an environmental
fair.

G. You'll also be giving back to your community by
supporting local farmers.

O EFxES
[2024 « iz & & L ARKA & — B F BKF ]
The Torch Festival (& #£757) is a traditional

festival which 1is celebrated among some ethnic

groups in southwestern China. It usually 1.

(fall) on the 24th or 25th of June. For some ethnic

groups, it’s a tradition in the festival for elders to

share farming experience 2. young

people and educate them about taking care of crops.
During the festival, big torches are made to

stand in all villages, with small torches 3.

(place) in front of the door of each house. At night,

the torches are lit and the villages are bright. At the

people walk around the fields and

same time,

houses, 4. (hold) small torches.

Inside the villages, young people are singing and
dancing around the big torches 5. keep
burning throughout the night. Other 6.

(activity) like horse races are also held during the
festival.

In a horse race of the Yi people in Yunnan,
torches are used to form hurdles for riders to get
through. The Hani people in Yunnan 7.

(tradition) tie fruits to torches with strings. When
the strings are broken after the torches are lit,
people struggle for the fruits for good luck.

For the Lisu people in Sichuan, the festival is
8. occasion for holding torch parades.
Big torches 9. (carry) by teams of
people, which is like a fire dragon. 10.

different teams meet, it’s a tradition to exchange the

big torches with one another.



Period Three Discovering Useful Structures

BHBEHNE

O 2/ES
1. When Mary got home, there was a pile of mails
(wait) for her.

2. The room is empty exceptfor a bookshelf

(stand) in one corner.
3. Babies have an (astonish) talent
that adults entirely lose.

4. There was a terrible noise

(follow) the sudden burst of light.
5. There’s a very long winding path
(lead) to the village.
6. The story was so (interest) that
everyone in the room burst into laughter.

7. Travelling is an (excite )

experience which makes us feel pleased and enjoy
new wonders.

8. We were very pleased to hear this
(encourage) news.

9. Landing on the moon’s far side is extremely

(challenge) .

10. The boss of the company is trying to create an
easy atmosphere his employees
enjoy their work.

0O E:551%

1. now is twice

the size of the old one.
UAE IE A 2 A P A 2 TH AR B AR R .
2. There are about 200 children

ARAWE N TIERX T ERZER T

3. so many great works of

art from the late 19th century to the 21st century
are housed in the same museum. M + JuiH 20
WE) A — 2 5 0 2 80 R 2R AR
TE [A] — S AR 3k B4 N80 .

4. I must learn English well, and never make
happen again. F& 27012
U S iE L R AN P L AR R MU U ) 1 A T
O ERES
(2024 « " RERZH— T ]

New Year was just around the corner. I was in

second grade then, 7 years old. One day, on my way
home from school, a lady gave me a piece of paper
1. (say) that the neighbourhood was
asking people to give New Year presents to those
2. needed them. When I showed my
mum this paper, she encouraged me to take part in it
and spread 3. (kind) to others less
fortunate than us. She said we would become
“Neighbourhood Angels”.
Several days later, my mother 4.

(drive) me to the store and gave me $ 20 to pay for
the neighbourhood present. Then she said, “I'll see
you outside in the car.” She left me alone to do the
shopping. I was not used to buying things on my
own, as [ had always been with one of my
5. ( parent ) before. Everything
confusing to me,

Suddenly, I
(call)

seemed very strange and

6. I carried on.
remembered the poor boy 7.
Jack who lived in our neighbourhood. I used to see
him 8. a jacket during the freezing
winter months, so I decided, then and there, to buy
him a warm jacket.

I looked at many jackets and 9.
(final) chose a heavy blue one. That evening, I sent
the present to him with my mum. 10.

(see) the tears in his eyes, I felt as if I were a real

“Neighbourhood Angel”.

Unit 1 FESTIVALS AND CELEBRATIONS &3 % 007
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Some Christmas traditions are pretty standard in
mainstream American culture: put up the tree,
string up the lights, visit Grandma, and so on.

Then there’s the one my Colombian family does
every year: the Novena de Aguinaldos. We pray for
nine days without a stop, and this Novena counts
Most

Americans have never heard of it, but in Colombia,

down the nine days before Christmas.
it’s a big deal.

Like all good traditions, especially around the
holidays, this tradition is about community and
getting together with friends and family. My family
immigrated (# E& ) from Colombia when I was just
two months old. Every year, we gather with a group
of Colombian friends for as many of the nine nights
as we can.

There are three parts to the Novena de
Aguinaldos. The first is the reading: each kid takes
turns to read a book. Next comes the gozos, which
means “The Joys”. That’s where the music comes
in, and everyone gets an instrument, a maraca, a
drum, a tin can—whatever you can use to make a
sound. And then, the villancicos—Spanish Christmas
carols come.

I've lived my whole life in the US. There’s not a
lot of Colombian culture that we still hang onto. Why
do we still carry on with the tradition of celebrating
the Novenas, then?

When I asked my parents the other day. the
didn’t

anywhere—not where you were, nor where you

answer was that immigrants belong
were from. So my parents helped create a space
where we did. Even if the Novenas were nothing like
what we might have celebrated if we’d stayed in
Colombia, the Novenas became the heart of our
community.

But our Novenas are starting to feel a little more
breakable.

everyone to get together each year. Last year, I was

It’s getting harder and harder for

studying abroad in Italy and couldn’t make it to any

gathering; my brother went off to college and had

008 & 2R%45% BSHHEE LIELE=H RJ

exams late into December; my sister just moved to a
new city, and my parents have taken up jobs in
different countries.
( )1. What is Paragraph 4 mainly about?

A. The process of celebrating the Novena.

B. The development of a Colombian tradition.
C. The background of the Colombian family.
D

The differences between the Novena and

Christmas.
( )2. Why does the Colombian family celebrate the
Novena?

A. To remember their dead friends.
B. To find a sense of belonging.
C. To show their respect for Americans.
D. To understand the local culture.
¢ 3.

for the Colombian family?

What makes celebrating the Novena difficult

A. Lack of money.
B. Their separate busy life.
C. American laws.
D. Friends’ complaints.
( )4. What's the best title for the text?
A. Growing up
B. Colourful culture
C. Exploring American Christmas traditions
D. Colombian family’s Novena in the US
O AiEtiEs
(2024 « L KR AP FH—HrB b ]
Mother’s Day is the time to celebrate the great
With Mother’s

Day nearly upon us, a lot of people are looking for

women who raised us. 1.

last-minute presents—but it’s not too late! Here are
four most popular Mother’s Day gifts that will give
you some inspiration.

Pick the gift of relaxation. For the mum who is
always rushing around, looking after everyone but
herself, a day of rest and relaxation at the spa is the
perfect gift. Your mum deserves a break, and many
spas offer special Mother’s Day packages with
relaxing massages and facials. 2. She can
use it when she can fit it in her busy schedule.

Say it with flowers. Flowers are a classic

Mother’s Day gift for a reason, and an arrangement



of her favourite blooms is sure to bring a smile to her
face. 3. You can just make your own
arrangement with flowers from the supermarket,
and wrap them in brown paper for a nice look on your
budget.

4. Why give one gift when you can
give her a gift every month? Booking monthly gifts is
more popular than ever. From flowers to wines of
the month, and even fresh coffee beans from local
producers, you can show your appreciation for all she
does for the whole year, rather than just one day.

Spend some quality time. It's lovely to get
presents, but what your mum probably wants more
than everything is to spend some quality time with
you. Treat her to a day out with an activity she’ll
love, whether she’s into wine tasting or an elegant
afternoon tea. 5.

A. Keep the gifts coming.

B. Show your gratitude with gifts.

C. Book her in for a day, or buy her a gift card.

D. Try to make something with her name or
birthstone on it.

E. However, it can be difficult to find a gift to show
your appreciation.

F. Or spend the day at home, letting her put her
feet up while you cook.

G. You don’t have to spend hundreds on expensive
bouquets in the flower shops.

O EmmEs

(2024 « i HNR WK G —F = REKF |

Young Emily, aged four, is deaf and uses British
Sign Language to communicate. Her mother, Tanya
Andrews, took her and her six-year-old brother Hugo
to 1
an elf (ff #Z) made a 2
family.

The family 3
Melanie Boyeson,
Emily tell Santa what she 4

Santa ahead of the Christmas holiday when

impression on the

the sweet story of how
helped

for Christmas.

playing Holly the EIf,

Tanya took her 5  to the Airmyn Park Primary

School for the outing, in which the school’s head
teacher, Natalie Dodds, said that the elf was hired

UERD 6
Tanya said the 7

for Emily.

was magical, as she had

taken her daughter to four different Santa meetings

over the years and been falsely promised a Santa who
8 sign language.

“Emily being able to 9  freely with the elf

”»

and tell Santa what she wanted was just 10 ,
Tanya said. “Seeing what was in front of me, I was
in tears. It was so amazing to see Emily’s face

11 .” Emily was a little 12  at first, as she

had never interacted with Santa before, but Holly the
Elf 13

Tanya was so glad that her daughter’s dream
14 and hoped it would be a(n) 15

to enjoy experiences similar to theirs with Santa. “I

her to speak with Santa.

for others

hope the barriers ([Ef5) for the deaf community will

be removed one day,” she said.

¢ 1. A. attract B. help
C. see D. direct
( 2. A. lasting B. shocking
C. general D. tough
( 3. A. created B. shared
C. missed D. disliked
C 4. A. bought B. reserved
C. wanted D. made
C )5. A. gifts B. coworkers
C. audience D. children
( )6. A. immediately B. specifically
C. eagerly D. anxiously
( )7. A. experience B. training
C. student D. volunteer
( )8. A. forgets B. prefers
C. knows D. teaches
¢ )9. A. jump B. struggle
C. laugh D. communicate
( )10. A. unnecessary B. unbelievable
C. strange D. endless
¢ H11. A. light up B. calm down
C. stand out D. break away
( )12. A. confident B. ordinary
C. annoyed D. nervous
( )13. A. advised B. encouraged
C. forced D. warned
( )14. A. went on B. cried out
C. set off D. came true
( )15. A. custom B. proposal
C. inspiration D. adventure
Unit 1 FESTIVALS AND CELEBRATIONS &3 % 009
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Listening and Talking & Reading for Writing

Period Four

O 2AHSE

1. Corn and cotton are widely grown in this
(Hi X)) .

2. Her ambition is to (ft#F) her
country at the Winter Olympics.

3. It is very difficult to cross the desert by car, but
not (4 %F ) impossible.

4. My parents always remind us that by no means
should we show no (B ) to our
teachers.

5. We always celebrate our (B #L)
anniversary with a bottle of champagne.

6. She gaveusab description of what
happened during her trip in Africa.

7. After the song ended, all ¢ and
begged for another.

8. She has the natural g of a born
dancer.

9. A car drew up outside and a few m

later the doorbell rang.

10. The Hanjiang River is the longest b

of the Yangtze River.

O 2qE=S

1. (represent) our school, we took
part in the English Speech Contest last year.

2. It seemed like a good idea at the time, but then it
all went (horrible) wrong.

3. We are (please) with the rapid
progress we have made in every field of study.

4. In my opinion, the author did an
(amaze ) job of creating a whole new world
through this book.

5. I turned around and saw a pleasant woman with a
big smile on her face (wave) to
wish me a safe trip.

6. Our teacher has given us some advice that is well

010 % 28%&%E =HhxuE

worth (consider).

WEE=M RJ

BB

10.

)

—

[V
1.

The band played a familiar tune which had
everyone (clap) along.
The bank has three (branch) in
Norwich, and over three hundred countrywide.

I fancy (go) to the cinema with
my parents tomorrow.

All teachers present are

(absolute) amazed at this teenager’s perfect

performance.

BIEET

Having said farewell to their friends, they
(k.31 5,5 for home.

In some cultures, traditional dances are

performed to 7R K eeeees i

% &) the moon.

The little boy was so fond of the toy car that he
couldn’t

JEM &R IP) it

The peak of the celebration activities

(&%) New Year’s Eve and the day after.

When I was at college I spoke three foreign
languages, but I have forgotten all

(B 7T) a few words of each.

People would gather

I /\J5) to celebrate the important day.

oL

Just before midnight, everyone went outside and

CHE 5D

millions of fireworks

together.
(3H 3358, 3H E #b §5) ., my father
and I do not look alike but we are extremely

similar in our personality.

GEDE:
When a pencil is partly in a glass of water, it
looks (as if 5| &1
REAUTE O

H—SEEN BT — KR B R R
BT T



2. They had marched 5 kilometres,
after reaching their camp. (Z3iRA/EARIE)
MfIE &5 7 5 A B, 35K 8 b 5 S o
3. The girl
for dance. (v.-ing 5 iE/EEE)

HATESE & b 2R A L 247 B KK

has a gift

4. is especially risky for

people with heart disease. (v.-ing % i5/E F1E)
R LT A JIE S 1 R U R A1) A

5. We'd better leave things
until the police arrive. (just as 3|5 1R 1E M A])D
TE B LR R Z A FeA T e ik W IR B A

WEEREH

O AinER
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This week, my social media feed was flooded
with pictures of a festival that is typically celebrated
in March in Nepal. For me growing up, the festival,
which is a Nepalese tradition, had less regional
significance and was largely cultural, providing me
with a day to play with colour and water with my
beloved family and friends.

As an international student, being away from
cultural

home means being disconnected from

traditions. ~ While a cultural disconnect is
unavoidable, when I see the news headlines or posts
that friends share on social media, being ignorant
about what’s happening back home fills me with
penitence. It had been a while since I read articles
about what was happening in Nepal. Even catching
up with family members and old friends takes weeks
to achieve.

In all honesty, I don’t know how to do a better
job of keeping up to date with everything when
focusing on classes and work, and adjusting to
college life. The news cycles in the US and at home
are changing constantly, and can sometimes feel
astonishing. But at least here in Rochester, the
everyday chat keeps you knowing what’s happening
outside the campus. Keeping up with news from
home, however, requires the extra individual effort

I just can’t spare time for while dealing with

everything else I have to do here.

Talking to other international students, I find
the feeling seems to be common for many of us.
Maybe that’s just the reality of living abroad, and all
we can do is our best. But with the opportunity to
celebrate the festival away from home with friends at
the university and learn to forgive myself for not
staying up to date with what’s happening in my
country, I know what I have at present is exactly
what I need to hold dear and deserves my deep
gratefulness.

(1. What did the author regard the festival as?

A. A connection with her hometown.

B. A chance to have fun with loved ones.

C. A tradition featuring colour and water.

D. A holiday reflecting cultural uniqueness.

( )2. What does the underlined word “penitence”

mean in Paragraph 27

A. Guilt. B. Hope.

C. Admiration. D. Surprise.

( )3. What mainly caused the author to be
disconnected from home?

A. Constant changes in Nepal.

B. Lack of channels of getting news.

C. Her tight schedule at school.

D. Different lifestyles at home and abroad.
What does the author think of her current life?
It inspires her to try her best.

It should be treasured and appreciated.

It needs a change immediately.

oo ® &

It’s similar to the life of other foreigners.
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Distinguished judges and dear fellow students,

It’s my honour to stand here and talk about

“Promoting traditional Chinese festivals”.

Thank you very much for your attention!
E-T EEES

[2024 « 308 2 WAk & — 47 b B ]

e 352 1 T A4 R o AR 3 G PN A AP 4 By Ot Sk iR
S5 W Bl A R — R e R R

A third-grade class knows exactly what will
brighten an older neighbour’s holiday meal—and it
isn't a roast turkey. In October, I told the eight-
year-olds I taught in Pompton Lakes, New Jersey,
about my Thanksgiving plan. “I'd like all of you to
do extra jobs around the house to earn some money,”
I said. “Then we’ll buy food for a Thanksgiving
dinner for someone who might not have a nice dinner
otherwise.”

I wanted the children to experience that it’s
more blessed to give than to receive. I wanted them
to understand that love of society and love of life is
not just lip service; that people somehow have to
make it come alive.

Early in Thanksgiving week, the boys and the
girls arrived in class with their hard-earned pocket

money and couldn’t wait to go shopping. After pacing

012 & 2R%45% BSHEE LIEE=H RJ

up and down in the supermarket, we put a turkey
and decorations in the shopping cart (Jg# %) . At
last we headed towards the checkout, and then
someone found a “necessity”—flowers. It was more
reasonable to use any extra money to buy food. I
pronounced, “You can’t eat flowers.” “But Mrs
Sherlock,” the group replied, “we want flowers.” 1
was defeated, and the children put a bunch of pink
roses into the cart.

An organization had given us the name and
address of Maria, a needy grandmother who had
lived alone for many years. Soon we were driving
along a rough road to her house. We finally pulled up
in front of a small house in the woods. A thin woman
with a tired face came to the door to welcome us.

My little group hurried to get the food. As each
box was carried in, the old woman kept saying
“Thanks”—much to the visitors’ pleasure. When
kids put the pink roses on the table, the woman
seemed surprised. “She was wishing it was a bag of
flour (& #3) ,” I thought. Having talked for a while,
we returned to the car.

A 25w EON o 150 Mt
Paragraph 1.

As we fastened our seat belts, we could see

the kitchen window.

Paragraph 2.
Upon seeing the moving scene, the children

became quiet .




0
1.

10.

> S8 5T/

BEEE

When it grew dark, a number of coloured lamps
were lit, and the sailors danced

(merry) on the deck.

Thanksgiving Day is a happy festival because the
food is gathered for the winter and the

(agriculture) work is over.
The audience cheered and (clap)
for 3 minutes at the end of the show.

He was (horrible) burnt so he was
rushed to the hospital.

I compared the copy with the

(origin ) painting, but there was not much
difference.

(wrestle) is a sport where two
people fight and try to throw each other to the
ground.

I was (please) to see my old

college friends last week as we hadn’t seen each

other since we graduated.

The street slept in darkness, aside from the
(occasion) twinkling of lights

from two or three windows.

Tourists shall observe public order and respect

local customs, cultural traditions and

(religion) beliefs .

Dunhuang’s long and glorious history

represents its (significant) as

a centre of cultural and commercial exchange.

BIEES

. Despite the fact that we almost

(%A [ Z 4b), we are good
friends indeed.
(& ¥ 3 2
when the hero rides off into the sunset.

(R %) the culture shock, he

The closing music

managed to adapt to the life in the foreign

country soon.

4.

1.

. One should

(3 [, I don’t think he

1s fit for the position.

. The Dragon Boat Festival (IEE)

the fifth day of Chinese Lunar May.
CHHD

his strengths to make up for his weaknesses.

. Mr Wang, determined to experience different cultures,

(B BRI Africa last week.

. We were about to leave when the alarm

D
GERE

two persons may

be, they are able to find a pattern
each other. CIRiE

MA] + i DD
T A NZ 8 022 5 A 20K Al A A g 4k 2 4tb
{1 m] AR 6 ARAL A58 5

to enjoy

jiaozi on the Spring Festival. (it fEE=F18E)
W7 58 2 v L A YT Y B R ARRALE

. We were lying on the grassland,

and
AR D
TAVIMAE S B, MEEEF RS, KEEH .

The volunteers cleared away the snow on the

street to

(it fFE =

BIEEANE B LA B DU AT B AT 08
L4

O FiEER
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May Basket Day was a widespread custom of

spring in the United States. It went something like

this. As April rolled to an end, people would begin

gathering flowers and candies and other goodies to

put in May baskets to hang on the doors of friends,

neighbours and loved ones on May 1. The practice

has a long history. originating from the ancient

European festival of spring, Beltane (an ancient

Unit 1 FESTIVALS AND CELEBRATIONS &3 % 013



Celtic festival) , according to historian Marci Matson.

Through the 19th and 20th centuries, May
Basket Day celebrations took place all across the
nation. A newspaper reporter in 1871 wrote: “Made
of paper generally, a May basket contains flowers
and small presents, together with your respects,
best wishes—love, perhaps. It is hung after dark at
the door of anybody the hanger thinks of. Once
done, the said hanger knocks and takes flight. If the
hanger hangs a May basket on someone’s door and
the receiver catches him or her, it’s a great shame.”

Writer Louisa May Alcott had written about the
curious tradition in New England in her 1880
children’s book Jack and Jill. From Alcott’s story:
“Such a twanging (FF 4k — 7 ) of doorbells; such a
hurry to move with quick steps in the dark; such
funny crashes as boys came racing round corners, or
girls ran into one another’s arms as they climbed up
and down steps secretly; such laughing, whistling,
flying about of flowers and the friendly feeling.”

Sadly., May Basket Day is disappearing. Though
it 1s still practised in some communities, fewer May
baskets are seen hanging from doorknobs ([7]3#!F)
of US families. Maybe it is because of a national fall
from innocence (K E.). Or an increased desire for
get-off-my-lawn privacy.

But we're pleased to see more people choosing
to decorate their front doors with flowers and
baskets. And that has excited some interest again in
May Day baskets. Perhaps the practice may help
bring this old tradition back to life. Why not show
someone you are thinking of them this May
Basket Day?

( )1. What can we learn about May Basket Day?

A. It was celebrated in the morning.

B. It fell at the end of April.

C. It was a festival for kids.

D. It came from Europe.
¢ H2.

basket?

What should the hanger do after hanging the

A. Wait for the house’s owner.

B. Try to catch the receiver.

014 & 22%45% BSHEE LIEE=H RJ

C. Run away right away.

D. Express best wishes.

Which can best describe the event in Alcott’s story?
A. Quiet and peaceful.

B. Funny and exciting.

C. Strange and frightening.

D. Emotional and touching.

What is the
Basket Day?

author’s wish for May

A. It can be popular again.

B. It can be celebrated in a simple way.

C. He can receive a May basket on the day.

D. He can make more May baskets on the day.
O ExHES
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The 1. (tradition) Chinese solar
calendar divides the year into 24 solar terms. The 24

solar terms, 2. (determine) by

changes in the sun’s position in the zodiac during the
year, were first used in China and now are followed
in many other parts of the world. In China, the 24
solar terms 3. (create) thousands of
years ago to guide agricultural production.

Rain Water this year starts 4.

Feb. 19 and ends on Mar. 4.

Rain Water
5. (signal) the increase in rainfall and

rise in temperature. With its 6.

( arrive ), lively spring-like scenery starts

blossoming.

Rain Water is 7. ( common )

regarded as the best time of the year to eat fresh
bamboo shoots. And according to The Book of
Songs, the cooking of bamboo shoots in China dates
back to over 2,000 years ago.

According to 8. old Chinese

saying, the rainfall in spring is as precious as oil. In
northern China, the spring drought is common and
the rainfall of this season is really low, 9.

accounts for only 10 to 15 percent of annual average
rainfall. Therefore, Rain Water is considered as a
key period for irrigation (J# %) when the day gets

10. (warm) and rainfall increases.
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Tucker’s adventure began in early November,
when McCall, a retired electrician, spent the night
in a hotel in the town of Cleveland, Tennessee.
McCall’s budget was tight, and her head was full of
questions. In the 1  two years, McCall had lost
her husband to cancer, and their grandchildren to
2 . And an accident had left McCall partially

disabled and 3

to work.
“Honestly, after all the 4 , I was ready to
give up,” says McCall. “If it hadn’t been for

Tucker, the cat, I don’t think I would have
made it.”
McCall planned to spend the night in Cleveland

and 5

on. But when she returned from breakfast

the next morning, ready to 6  and hit the road

again, the cat was gone. Panicked ({3 1fi fJ) . she
7  along the busy road for hours, but he was

8 to be found.

As 9

fell, McCall realized she had to go.
She couldn’t 10  to stay another night. 11
she got in her car and got back on the way.

The next day, Lillard, 27, was jogging just
down the road from the hotel where McCall had
stayed when she spotted Tucker. She took him

home, certain he was someone’s missing friend, and

12 his story on Facebook. McCall, too. had

been posting about Tucker. Within hours, someone
made the 13 ., and soon McCall was on the phone

with Lillard, hearing Tucker’s meows and sobbing

with 14
was 15
¢ H1. Al
C.
¢ H2. A
C.
C )3. Al
C.
C Ha4. Al
C.
¢ )5. Al
C.
¢ 6. A.
C.
¢ D7. Al
C.
( )8. A.
C.
¢ )9. Al
C.
¢ H10. A.
C.
C H)11. Al
C.
¢ H12. A.
C.
¢ H13. A.
C.
¢ H14. A.
C.
¢ )15, A.
C.
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to McCall, just in time for Christmas.

present
previous
violence
joy
unwilling
unable
diseases
injuries
ride
walk
clean up
pick up
looked
searched
somewhere
elsewhere
dawn
dusk
afford
remain
Bad-tempered
Helpless
posted
blogged
touch
connection
SOrTOw
satisfaction
awarded

offered
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. One month and a half later, Tucker

precious
preferable
cancer
revival
unnecessary
inconvenient
accidents
deaths

drive

run

take up
pack up
researched
surveyed
nowhere
anywhere
noon

night

offer

ensure
Heartbroken
Homeless
wrote

told

apology
announcement
panic

relief
delivered

donated
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